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In the actual war operations, the three Services
have already given formidable account of themselves,
and Mr. Chamberlain, responsible as he is for the
ultimate strategical questions, is able to point to the
most effective collaboration with our French ally. A
Supreme War Council consisting of Mr. Chamberlain
and M. Daladier and the Allied Defence Chiefs, has
already met twice, once in France and once in
England, is functioning smoothly and is in itself an
invaluable safeguard against the disastrous quarrels
that occurred in the last war between the politicians
and the soldiers. In addition, a unified war command
has been established for the British and French
armies, Mr. Chamberlain has not allowed the Entente
to be limited to a sentiment; for him it has first and
foremost a practical context.

Above all the very "toughness of fibre" to which
Mr. Churchill paid tribute, and those very qualities of
endurance which made Mr. Chamberlain cling on to
peace by appeasement when nearly all hope had been
given up, will serve him now as the leader of a nation
at war. The period of comparative inaction has
naturally given rise to reflection, and what are con-
veniently termed "war aims" have loomed large on
the political horizon. A speech by Hitler on October
6th threw down certain nebulous peace plans and
vague assurances into the arena of world controversy.
Mr. Lloyd George in particular, was urging on the
Prime Minister the increasingly popular idea of a
Conference before the war starts."

On October 12th Mr. Chamberlain used one of IMS
regular war statements to Parliament, not amply'to
reply to Hitler, but to put the British position in the
struggle into its full perspective. The plain truth W^
he confessed, that after our past ^pe
longer possible to rely upon the unsu
the present German Government.